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Abstract

The aim of this study was to evaluate welfare status and the implementation of Regulation (EC) 1/2005 during the gathering and
loading of deer (Cervus elaphus) bred for meat in Northern ltaly. Four journeys overland along with related operations of 45 deer,
destined for game farms, were observed over a period of four months. Planning, animal-management procedures, equipment and facil-
ities, such as enclosures and corridors, influenced the success of the operations and dffected the safety of animals and operators.
Environmental factors, such as land inclination, were also extremely influential. Elements of the gathering technique led to stress and
hyperventilation in a number of animals that were rounded up. Chemical restraint of deer was complicated by consequent physical
manipulation and an inability to control withdrawal periods in game reserves. Where facilities were specific to deer, animals displayed
no signs of distress and loading was carried out in the absence of stressful behaviour. Instances in which means of transport were non-
specific for deer were characterised by falls, escape and trauma during loading and unloading. Where operators had been trained and
had extensive knowledge of deer physiology and behaviour, welfare and the safety of professionals were promoted along with an overall
regard for the relevant legislation. This study demonstrates a number of the challenges associated with deer transport and related activ-
ities. The paucity of specific legislation regarding the management and transport of farmed deer and the absence of European standard
procedures have created a lack of harmonisation in transport procedures, ultimately jeopardising the welfare of deer.
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