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Abstract

The basic tenet of the Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes (the Code) is that
there is an ethical imperative in our decisions as to if and how animals are used in these circumstances. The Code provides a
framework for ethical review which incorporates a set of guiding principles and establishes institutional Animal Ethics Committees
with responsibilities for oversight of these activities; the nexus between animal welfare and scientific outcomes and the recognition
that such ethical decisions are not matters for the scientific community alone but must involve the wider community are notions central
to the effective implementation of the Code. The Code identifies the responsibilities of the parties involved such that arrangements
within which individuals exercise their responsibilities are clarified and processes for accountability are transparent. First published in
1969 as an initiative of the scientific community under the auspices of the National Health and Medical Research Council, the seventh
edition of the Code was published in 2004. The Code is a living document with changing community views and scientific develop-
ments reflected in each revision. The time course of the development of the Code provides a background to examine the way in which
policies governing the use of animals for scientific purposes have evolved in Australia. This paper will provide an overview of these
developments and discuss the influences which have shaped the key elements of this approach.
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Introduction
Controversy regarding the use of animals for scientific

purposes, be that research, teaching or product testing has

been at the forefront of the animal welfare debate from the

beginning of the modern animal welfare movement in the

mid-nineteenth century. Although, from that time, the primary

focus of animal welfare concerns has evolved from matters of

cruelty alone to encompass, in recent times, broader issues

often described in the notion of ‘quality of life’, the funda-

mental issue with animal research has always been whether or

not animals should be used for such purposes.

Such questions arise primarily because when animals are

used for scientific purposes, accepted animal welfare bench-

marks cannot always be met; in limited circumstances,

animals may experience discomfort, disease, pain, distress or

harm as a deliberate component of an experimental study.

Clearly, there needs to be special justification for this to

occur — we need to decide if and when this is acceptable

and, if so, by what criteria. Thus, ethical decisions have been

important to our use of animals in science for many years.

Perhaps, more than any other animal welfare issue, the use

of animals in research, teaching and product testing is

marked by robust public debate and, on occasion, by

conflict. From the anti-vivisection rallies in Britain at the end

of the nineteenth century to more recent times where we

have seen research laboratories vandalised and scientists

attacked, this debate highlights the diversity of views and the

depth of feelings in our community about our relationships

with and duties towards other animals and the complex

cultural, social and personal dimensions of these relation-

ships. We are confronted with a range of competing values

and passionately held beliefs which challenge and poten-

tially confound our reaching agreement as to the ethical

acceptability of our use of animals in these circumstances.

Countries have responded to these issues in various ways

that reflect historical experiences and cultural differences.

In so doing, governments have sought to bring about

circumstances whereby concerns about the acceptability of

the use of animals for research and teaching are addressed

but which permit such use in ways which are broadly

acceptable to the wider community. As a common principle,

we seek to promote the public good by recognising, and

seeking to balance, the competing claims of animal welfare

and of the potential benefits to society from these scientific

activities. Ethical considerations are integral to such an

Universities Federation for Animal Welfare Science in the Service of Animal Welfare




