547

© 2012 Universities Federation for Animal Welfare Animal Welfare 2012, 21: 547-558
The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead, ISSN 0962-7286
Hertfordshire AL4 8AN, UK doi: 10.7120/09627286.21.4.547
www.ufaw.org.uk

Human-animal relationships in the Norwegian dairy goat industry:
assessment of pain and provision of veterinary treatment (Part Il)

K Muri*t and PS Valle*

t Norwegian School of Veterinary Science, Department of Production Animal Clinical Sciences, PO Box 8146 Dep, 0033 Oslo,
Norway

* Molde University College, Head Office, PO Box 2110, 6402 Molde, Norway

* Contact for correspondence and requests for reprints: e-mail: karianne.muri@nvh.no

Abstract

Stockpeoples’ ability to recognise pain in their livestock, and to respond appropriately, is of utmost importance for animal welfare.
Assessment of pain is complex, and attitudes and empathy are thought to play a role in peoples’ responses to the sight of pain. In a
separate paper we investigated the dimensionality of Norwegian dairy goat stockpeoples’ goat-oriented attitudes and empathy. This
paper investigates how the stockpeople assess and manage pain and disease in goats. The interrelationships between pain percep-
tion and provision of veterinary attention were explored, as well as how these two measures are associated with demographics,
attitudes and empathy. Pain assessment scores for individual conditions ranged across most of the picture-based pain assessment
scale. Dystocia, gangrenous mastitis and the neurological form of caprine arthritis encephalitis were considered most painful. Linear
regression showed that one attitude dimension was positively associated with mean pain assessment score (mPAS), while growing up
on a goat farm, having farming as main income and having seen a large number of the conditions were negatively associated with
mPAS. Cluster analysis on reported frequency of contacting veterinary surgeons for ten conditions revealed two distinct groups of stock-
people. Logistic regression showed that females, older stockpeople and stockpeople who grew up in a rural district were significantly
more likely to be in the group that more frequently contacted veterinary surgeons. We conclude that training of stockpeople needs
to focus on evaluation and management of pain to ensure a high standard of animal welfare.
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